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MESSAGES ... RIC

Message .. the RJC Chairman (Shozo lizuka)

Although support for the Plug-in Hybrid is growing rapidly in Europe, market reactions in Japan for the existing
Japanese PHEV models is not so positive as yet, and the RJC Car of the Year selection results reflect this
situation. Attention on autonomous driving has been increasing rapidly, too, but it failed to figure in the selections
this time around.

As for the domestic RJC Car of the Year category, sports cars performed solidly, but the final results veered
towards practical cars for both the domestic and import category. In the Technology of the Year contest, the
Toyota Fuel Cell system stood out because of its progressiveness and high level of technology. Finally, I am glad
that the mistrust for the diesel engine has not spread in Japan.

RJC Car of the Year : Suzuki Alto

The key change for the new Suzuki Alto series is significant
weight reduction achieved via a newly designed platform. As a
result, the driving dynamics and fuel economy have been
improved; even the base model boasts a desirable level of
cornering stability.

In addition to these advantages, the new Alto range includes a
wide and attractive model line-up, including the sporty RS and
fashionable ‘Lapin’ in addition to the basic models. The RJC
membership was impressed by the car's excellent performance

and the wide choice of the model variations.

RJC Import Car of the Year : MINI Clubman

The BMW Mini established the so-called ‘Premium Compact’
category, and the new series has successfully bridged the
generation gap by cleverly updating the models through the use
of traditional design elements.

The ‘Clubman’ series, in particular, boasts a desirable level of
practicality thanks to its unique double door rear gate, realizing
a high quality, comfortable and agile utility vehicle.

Toyota has successfully developed a high-efficiency Fuel Cell
system, including the innovative FC stack, which doesn't require
a humidifying device yet successfully enables the unit to deal
with the difficult water management.

They have also developed a high-pressure hydrogen tank system,
reducing costs, and combined with other hybrid technologies it
has made the FC vehicle far more convenient to use. It is an

important step in progressing the potential for a sustainable
hydrogen society.





